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Abstract: Naga socio-economic condition was a distinctive feature to that of other North-eastern States as well 
Indian States. From time immemorial, Naga’s society is a rural backbone with strong exceptional Naga 
customary law. Socially, Naga people practiced “Socialistic pattern of society”, and villages were situated at 
hills tops and slopes because of their tradition of head-hunting and inter-village feuds. Economically, Naga 
people survived aged long through hard earned labour engaged in the primitive system of shifting and terrace 
cultivation on one hand and ‘Barter’ transaction with people in the nearby Assam and Myanmar on the other 
hand. Attainment of Nagaland Statehood on 1st December 1963 marks a significant event. Developmental 
activities pursued in full swing with long term objectives and proper planning mechanism executed from post 
Statehood period onwards; prior to Statehood, only adhoc schemes were implemented with short term 
objectives. All kinds of developmental schemes were introduced that cover both urban and rural life’s. Recently 
the introduction of MGNREGA, SGSY and IAY programmes have benefited the rural poor people to a large 
extend. Two districts, namely, Wokha and Mokokchung, were selected as sample for case study. Nagaland State 
socio-economic indicators on one hand and improvement of income earning, employment generation, assets 
creation and living standard in terms of consumption on the other hand in the grassroots level of Wokha and 
Mokokchung districts would determine the socio-economic transition of Naga people.  
 
KEYWORDS: Naga people, literacy, work force, income level, age composition, income, employment, assets 

creation, amenities. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Introduction 
 
Socio-economic transition refers to a situation where people experienced society and 
economy shifting to a new situation from its previous state. It is a changing state of affairs in 
qualitative term. It is a process and involves multiple steps. In modern era, where massive 
developmental activities take place that effects people directly - advancement in education, 
better health, increase income, improve family livelihood, longevity, employment 
opportunity, and sound environment - are said to be socio-economic transition. Better 
planning mechanism, implementation, management, organisation, governance and operation 
of developmental schemes could results in smooth attainment of socio-economic transition. 
Socio-economic transition is not a radical change, but it is a slow and steady process of 
changeover to new feature. It is a determinable factor. It is a result of development and effect 
people movements. In its situation, people could reach the unreached, able the inability, 
consume the unconsumed, fulfill the unfulfilled, and mobile the immobile. It paves the way 
for human betterment and enables them to adapt into new dimension. It gives a brighter 
outlook and broader scope for contrasting social and economic life. Socio-economic 
transition is the beginning step of next higher field. 
 
Nagaland is an underdeveloped State of India, agriculturally and industrially backward. 
Despite 50 years of Statehood, due to the presence of insurgence situation, the transition of 
Naga life could not take place much. Particularly, rural people are suffering much due to the 
huge gap between the rich and the poor. Many central programmes have been launched in 
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order to eradicate poverty and generate employment by the central government in Nagaland 
to change the Socio-economic life of the people.  
 
The objective of the paper is to explain at what extend the transition of Naga society took 
place through the developmental schemes.  
 
Methodology 
 
The study is fully based on primary data collected through field survey in the studied sample 
districts. Two districts, namely, Mokokchung and Wokha, were taken under consideration in 
studying 6 villages from sample districts have been surveyed. Data collected have been 
analysed. Two developmental programmes, such as Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) and Swarnajayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana 
(SGSY), have been taken under study for 10 years, i.e., 2000-’01 to 201-’11, and their impact 
on the Socio-economic transition has been studied.   
     
Socio-economic indicators 
 
This section on Socio-economic indicators provides data on literacy, work force, level of 
income and age composition. These indicators for the Nagaland State would help in 
identifying the linkages between socio-economic indicators and achievement of their goals. 
 
i. Literacy  
 
From the table 1 follows that the literacy rate in Nagaland has shown an increase of 12.44% 
during the decade (2001-2011) and is 79.55%, where 82.75% for males and 76.11% for 
females. Also increase in female literate percentage (14.19%) is higher than male literate 
percentage increase (10.98%) during this decade. It is understood that increase in literate rate 
would attract more private sector Institutions in Nagaland State, in which thousands of 
educated youth would find a place for employment, and thus every educated youth should be 
an assets of production. Also, more literate population would mean to participate actively in 
correcting socio-political evils and create friendly environment suit to all fields. People’s 
mode of behaviour, attitude, motivation, exploration and other’s human insight would 
develop only when there is literate population. Literate rate is an indispensable factor for all 
socio-economic dimensions.            
 
ii. Work force 
 
Distribution of work force in terms of category-wise during the decade 2001-2011 is clearly 
shown in table 2. In Nagaland, except increase of total persons in other workers category, 
there is a downgrade in all work force categories. In Mokokchung district, work force persons 
in the entire category have been decreased. In Wokha district, during this decade, except 
decrease in the category of household industries workers, there have been increases in 
remaining categories. Particularly, there was further decline in the number of persons engage 
in cultivation category and thereby shifted to other categorical occupation in both 
Mokokchung and Wokha districts. This is due to occupational choices on the part of educated 
youth and increase in technical know-how. In this decade, transition, in profession or 
occupation, leads to earning capacity of Naga people in particular and an indirect benefit to 
Nagaland State in general.      
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iii. Level of income           
 
From the field surveys, taking 150 families (25 families each from 6 villages) as sample, 
family’s average pre-level and post-level monthly income have been collected and which is 
displayed in table 3. Basing on this table, monthly average family’s income of Wokha district 
in pre-level period was Rs. 4,540 while in post-level period family’s average monthly income 
increases to Rs. 5,660 (enhancement of Rs. 1,120). In Mokokchung district, family’s monthly 
average income in pre-level period was Rs. 5,660 while it increases to Rs. 6,100 in post-level 
period (enhancement of Rs. 440).  
 
It was experienced during the field survey that family’s livelihood have been improved 
further, awareness in family’s health care and providing better education to their children in 
nearby urban areas from these two sample districts. Thus, Socio-economic transition is taking 
place in Mokokchung and Wokha districts due to family’s income enhancements.     
 
iv. Age composition           
 
While surveying 25 respondents each from 6 villages of Mokokchung and Wokha districts, 
certain age structure have been studied and shown in table 4 below. 
 

Table 4 Age Composition 
 

District  
Age Group 

18-24 25-31 32-38 39-45 46-52 53 & Above Total 
Wokha  02 04 24 24 18 03 75 

Mokokchung 00 00 27 35 11 02 75 
Source: Field Survey   

                        
Following the table 4, while analysing average age composition, it was found that the average 
age size of Wokha district is 40.70 or 40 years of age and that of Mokokchung district is 
40.88 or 40 years of age. It is during 40 years of age, which is an average human prime age, 
that physically and mentally energetic enough to pursue any works enthusiastically related to 
income earning. Also better family planning and foundation could be achieved well during 
this age group. Since the average age group is 40 years, there is scope and prospective that 
Naga Socio-economic condition would flourish further and which is presently at transition 
stage.        
    
Impact of developmental schemes on the Socio-economic transition  
 
This section will attempt to measure the socio-economic transition of grassroots people of 
Nagaland based on the activities such as Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) and Swarnajayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana (SGSY) 
implementation during the decade 2000-‘01 to 2010-’11. Two sample districts, namely, 
Mokokchung and Wokha, were selected for case study. 
 
During field survey, 49 respondents from Wokha district and 56 respondents from 
Mokokchung district were conducted for MGNREGA. Also, 41 respondents from Wokha 
district and 32 respondents from Mokokchung district were surveyed for SGSY. 
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i. Income generation   
 
While conducting field survey in Mokokchung and Wokha districts, taking three villages 
each, for sample study, it was found that respondent’s income, monthly or annual, have 
enhanced through MGNREGA and SGSY in Nagaland and had improved the life of rural 
poor considerably.  
 
Income earning by a beneficiary under MGNREGA is determine on annual basis. However 
for SGSY, income earning by a beneficiary is determine on monthly basis with average 
analysis because beneficiaries earn different level of income as well the duration of business 
is varied.  
 

Table 5 Income generated by a beneficiary annually under MGNREGA 
 

District  
 

Village  
2007-‘08 2008-‘09 2009-’10  2010-‘11 

Income (in 
Rs) 

Income (in 
Rs) 

Income (in 
Rs) 

Income (in 
Rs) 

 
Wokha 

Wokha  3,200 10,000 10,738 11,800 
Tsungiki  4,800 8,100 7,788 10,738 
Sungro 5,000 7,900 5,546 11,328 

 
Mokokchung 

Mepongchuket 1,100 7,300 7,788 8,732 
Chuchuyimlang  1,100 3,000 8,496 11,328 

Longsa  1,100 3,600 8,850 11,564 
Source: Field Survey 

 
Table 6 Monthly income generated by a beneficiary under SGSY 

 Wokha District Mokokchung District  
Wokh

a 
Tsungik

i 
Sungr

o 
Mepongchuke

t 
Chuchuyimlan

g 
Longs

a 
Average 
income/day 

Rs. 68 Rs. 70  Rs. 85 Rs. 80 Rs. 90 Rs. 96 

Average 
income/mont
h 

Rs. 
2,040  

Rs. 
2,100 

Rs. 
2,550 

Rs. 2,400 Rs. 2,700 Rs. 
2,880 

Source: Field Survey 
 

In the table 5, annual income of MGNREGA respondent’s in Wokha district is displayed. 
During 2007-’08 to 2010-’11 periods, a beneficiary annual income in Wokha village has 
increase by Rs. 8,600, while in Tsungiki village it increased by Rs. 5,938 and in Sungro 
village annual income of a beneficiary increased by Rs. 6,328. In Mokokchung district, 
during 2007-‘08 to 2010-’11 periods, a beneficiary annual income in Mepongchuket village 
has increased by Rs. 7,632, while in Chuchuyimlang village respondent’s annual income 
increased by Rs. 10,228 and in Longsa village a beneficiary annual income increased by Rs. 
10,464. Looking at the table 6, it shows a beneficiary average monthly income in Wokha 
district’s and Mokokchung district’s villages under SGSY scheme. Table 5 and table 6 
reveals that rural people in Nagaland have generated income as a consequence of rural 
developmental programmes such as MGNREGA and SGSY. Thus, income transition is 
taking place in rural sector of Wokha and Mokokchung districts.   
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ii. Employment generation  
 
Employment generation is one of the essential features for socio-economic transition to takes 
place. Yet in Nagaland, during the decade 2000-’01 to 2010-’11, as a result of MGNREGA 
and SGSY in rural sector have generated tremendous employment opportunities for Below 
Poverty Line (BPL) people, landless people and seasonal labourers. 
 

Table 7 No. of employment generated by beneficiaries in a year under MGNREGA 
 

District  
 

Village  
2007-‘08 2008-‘09 2009-’10  2010-‘11 Total 

manday’
s 

Manday’
s  

Manday’
s 

Manday’
s 

Manday’
s 

 
Wokha 

Wokha  20,160 73,000 66,430 80,200 239,790 
Tsungiki  18,960 32,805 32,670 49,595 134,030 
Sungro 7,350 11,613 7,379 16,320 42,662 

 
Mokokchun

g 

Mepongchuket 5,324 38,982 45,144 50,616 140,066 
Chuchuyimlan

g  
5,764 18,180 50,832 82,176 156,952 

Longsa  8,349 33,264 83,850 1,09,564 235,027 
Source: Field Survey 

 
Table 8 No. of employment generated by a beneficiary in a year under SGSY 
 Wokha District Villages Mokokchung District Villages  

Wokha Tsungiki Sungro Mepongchuket Chuchuyimlang Longsa 
Average 
manday’s 

180 175  125  240  190 260 

Source: Field Survey 
 
Table 7 shows employment generation of Wokha district and Mokokchung district as 
represented by each 3 villages during 2007-’08 to 2010-’11 periods under MGNREGA. 
During this period, in Wokha village an employment generation is 8.40% and it increases to 
33.44%, in Tsungiki village an employment generation increases from 14.14% to 37.00%, 
and in Sungro village it increases from 17.22% to 38.25%. In case of Mokokchung district, 
during the same period, employment generation increases from 3.80%  to 36.13% in 
Mepongchuket village, in Chuchuyimlang village an employment generation increases from 
3.68% to 52.35%, and in Longsa village an employment is generated at 3.55% during 2007-
’08 period while it rise up to 46.61% in 2010-’11 period.  
 
Under SGSY, as table 8 shows, annual average manday’s generation of Wokha and 
Mokokchung districts by a beneficiary have been displayed. In case of Wokha district, a 
beneficiary annual average manday’s generation in Wokha village is 180 and which is 
49.31% days of the year, in Tsungiki village annual average manday’s is 175 and which is 
47.94% days of the year, and an average annual manday’s generation by a beneficiary in 
Sungro village is 125 and which is 34.24% days of the year. Also in case of Mokokchung 
district, a beneficiary annual average manday’s generation in Mepongchuket village is 240 
and which is 65.75% days of the year, in Chuchuyimlang village annual average manday’s is 
190 and which is 52.05% days of the year, and a beneficiary annual average manday’s 
generation in Longsa village is 260 and which is 71.23% days of the year.  
 
For a developing State like Nagaland, labour is often the only assets they can use to improve 
the well-being. Hence the creation of labour productivity opportunities like MGNREGA and 
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SGSY is essential for achieving poverty reduction and sustainable Socio-economic 
development in Nagaland State. Income generation, thus, is also a subsequent of employment 
generation. Better the opportunity of job creation, the efficiency it would be in income 
generation. Therefore, as a result of MGNREGA and SGSY in Nagaland, employment 
transition is taking place.   
 
iii. Assets creation  
 
During the decade 2000-’01 to 2010-’11, there have been a magnificent development in 
assets creation in 6 villages of Wokha and Mokokchung districts through MGNREGA, SGSY 
and Indira Awaas Yojana (IAY). Table 9 discussed details about assets development in 
various categories under sample villages. Particularly MGNREGA, with which has 40% of 
the funds earmark for material component that leads to create vital assets in respective 
village. During this decade, as field survey reveals, creation such as road connectivity, 
footsteps construction, micro irrigation canals, and renovation of traditional wells and water 
conservation and protection were commendable. One of the notable features is that there is 
road connection leading to every village, and no village’s in these districts is unreached. 
Besides income and employment generation, SGSY scheme also created assets like 
marketing units, waiting sheds, public toilets, community dust bins and other necessary 
infrastructure in the villages. Indira Awaas Yojana provides housing shelter to numbers of 
Below Poverty Line (BPL) sections in the rural Nagaland. The overall table 9 proves that 
transition of Naga rural people is taking place through infrastructure creations.              
 
iv. Living standard 

 
Recently, over the years, the living standards of the rural people have improved further. 
Nowadays rural people’s life is not like as it was before. When during field survey and 
interaction with respondents, it was revealed that rural socio-economic condition have enrich 
and, except handful of households, they now provide better education to their children as well 
fully aware about their health. Majority of households already gave up cultivation occupation, 
and they now shifted their attention towards business and service sector. Also, rural people 
becomes urban-environment friendly and fully aware of modern happenings. Table 10 shows 
various facilities that households own in Wokha and Mokokchung districts, taking each 3 
villages and 25 households from each village. Modern kitchen utensils and other gadgets 
were own in almost households. Electrification and water supply reached every door of the 
households. Above all, village circular road, approach road, footsteps, canals and street light 
facilities have improved. Thus, rural people in these sample districts are moving forward and 
socio-economic transition is taking place.   
  
Conclusion  
 
Despite the progress made in the grassroots level of Nagaland, yet again there are certain 
general challenges that Nagaland State rural socio-economic still confronts. Foremost among 
them is relatively isolation, difficult terrain, inaccessibility to the rest of the world, continued 
insurgency and lack of efficient management of developmental funds. These challenges also 
handicap the overall Nagaland State endeavours towards industrial and entrepreneurial 
development, private sector partnership in spearheading development initiative and all round 
State planning. Various flaws were detected, in the present study, regarding the 
implementation of MGNREGA, SGSY and IAY in the grassroots level like diversion and 
mismanagement of developmental funds, lack of beneficiary’s awareness about the 
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programme, weak linkage between Block office’s and grassroots people, irresponsibility 
personnel and so on. To tackle such weaknesses and strengthened the ongoing developmental 
activities, certain suggestions and recommendations in the implementation system have been 
made known to various Non Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and implementing 
authority.       
 
Nevertheless, various programmes such as seminars, workshops and trainings are organising 
timely to Village Development Board members and Block’s Personnel in order to impart 
efficient management of developmental funds and gain organisational skills. Also, Ministry 
of Rural Development is conducting close monitoring on the implementation of rural 
development programmes frequently. On the other hand, the Government of Nagaland is 
alerting in ways round to maintain peace, law and order, and tranquility in the State. Hence, 
the overall scenario of this paper reveals that socio-economic condition of Naga people is in 
transition stage.   
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Table 1 Literacy rate (Percentage) transition in Nagaland 
 Literacy Rate (Percentage), 2001 Literacy Rate (Percentage), 2011 Change of Literacy Rate (Percentage) 

State/District Persons Males  Females  Persons Males  Females  Persons Males  Females  
Nagaland  67.11 71.77 61.92 79.55 82.75 76.11  + 12.44 + 10.98 + 14.19 

Mokokchung  84.27 86.14 82.20 91.62 92.18 91.01 + 7.35 + 6.04 + 8.81 
Wokha  81.28 85.69 76.46 87.69 90.81 84.48 + 6.41 + 5.12 + 8.02 

Tuensang  51.30 55.97 46.12 73.08 76.31 69.59 + 21.78 + 20.34 +23.47  

Source: Statistical Handbook of Nagaland, 2005 & 2013 (Directorate of Economics & 
Statistics, Government of Nagaland) 

 
Table 2 Distribution of work force by category-wise, 2001 & 2011 Census 

 
Work Force 

2001  2011  Transition 
Nagaland  Mokokchung  Wokha  Nagaland  Mokokchung  Wokha  Nagaland  Mokokchung  Wokha  

Total 
Workers  

847,796 109,260 56,254 741,179 81,046 63,512 (-) 106,617 (-) 28,214 (+) 
7,258 

Cultivators  548,845 66,455 35,498 420,379 42,236 41,862 (-) 128,466 (-) 24,219 (+) 
6,364 

Agricultural 
Labourers  

30,907 5,892 696 22,571 4,863 2,375 (-) 8,336 (-) 1,029 (+) 
1,679 

Household 
Industries 
Workers 

21,873 3,668 1,682 9,525 1,939 874 (-) 12,348 (-) 1,729 (-) 808 

Other 
workers  

246,171 33,245 18,378 288,704 32,008 18,401 (+) 42,533 (-) 1,237 (+) 23 

Source: Statistical Handbook of Nagaland, 2009 & 2013 (Directorate of Economics & 
Statistics, Government of Nagaland) 

 
Table 3 Family’s monthly income level (Rs)  

 Wokha District Mokokchung District 

Income/month 
(in Rs) 

Pre-level of Income Post-level of Income
  

Pre-level of Income Post-level of Income
  

Respondent’s Percentage  Respondent’s Percentage  Respondent’s Percentage  Respondent’s  Percentage  
2,000-3,000 05 06.67% 00 00.00% 04 05.33% 00 00.00% 
3,000-4,000 14 18.67% 01 01.33% 05 06.67% 07 09.33% 
4,000-5,000 33 44.00% 16 21.33% 13 17.33% 10 13.33% 
5,000-6,000 19 25.33% 28 37.34% 18 24.00% 14 18.67% 
6,000-7,000 04 05.33% 30 40.00% 23 30.67% 19 25.33%  
7,000-8,000 00 00.00% 00 00.00% 12 16.00% 16 21.34% 
8,000-9,000 00 00.00% 00 00.00% 00 00.00% 09 12.00% 

Total 75 100.00 75 100.00 75 100.00 75 100.00 

Source: Field Survey 
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Table 9 Assets creation during the decade 2000-’01 to 2010-‘11 

  Mokokchung district Village’s Wokha district Village’s  
Scheme  Activities  Mepongchuket  Chuchuyimlang  Longsa  Wokha  Tsungiki  Sungro  

 
 

MGNREGA 

Road connectivity 27.0 Kilometres 45.0 Kilometres 32.3 Kilometres 19.5 
Kilometres 

34.5 Kilometres  23.0 Kilometres 

Footstep construction  1.5 Kilometres 0.4 Kilometres  0.9 Kilometres  1.5 
Kilometres  

0.8 Kilometres  0.5 Kilometres  

Micro irrigation canal 2.0 Kilometres  0.3 Kilometres  2.0 Kilometres  0.7 
Kilometres  

1.5 Kilometres  1.5 Kilometres 

Traditional well 
renovation 

2 quantities 3 quantities  3 quantities 3 quantities  3 quantities 2 quantities  

Water conservation  5 quantities 6 quantities 4 quantities  8 quantities 6 quantities 3 quantities 
 
 

SGSY 

Semi-RCC marketing 
shed 

2 quantities 3 quantities 3 quantities 2 quantities 2 quantities 2 quantities 

RCC marketing shed NIL NIL NIL 1 quantity NIL NIL 
Semi-RCC waiting 
shed 

2 quantities 4 quantities 4 quantities 3 quantities 2 quantities 2 quantities  

RCC waiting shed NIL  2 quantities  2 quantities  NIL 1 quantity NIL 
Public toilet 3 quantities  4 quantities 4 quantities NIL  5 quantities  3 quantities 

Source: Field Survey 
 
 

Table 10 No. of household/s own facilities 
 
Items/facilities 
own 

Wokha district Villages Mokokchung district Villages 
Wokha Tsungiki Sungro Mepongchuket  Chuchuyimlang  Longsa 

Car own 9 6 5 13 8 9 
Two wheeler 16 11 8 19 14 19 
Semi-RCC Building 7 3 2 9 6 4 
Kutcha building  21 16 18 22 17 20 
Fan facility 6 2 1 13 6 3 
Mobile Phone 25 23 22 25 25 25 
Computer 14 3 1 18 21 9 
Television  22 18 13 23 22 18 
Refrigerator  13 8 3 19 16 20 
Safe drinking water 25 25 25 25 25 25 
Electricity 
connection 

25 25 25 25 25 25 

Proper toilet facility 25 25 25 25 25 25 
Banking habit  20 17 14 25 25 22 
Access to 
Newspaper 

13 11 9 18 22 21 

LPG facility own  19 16 11 19 21 25 
Electronic rice 
cooker 

21 17 19 23 23 21 
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